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farther away. The stibequatorial belts lie in such low latitudes that they
have no cool season that can be called winter, and hence no spring or fall.
They really have two seasons, wet and dry, and are well called the Wet
and Dry Low Latitudes, Southern Mexico, northern Australia, and a strip
of northern Africa south of the Sahara have this type of rainfall.
The Seasons of the Desert Belt. The third type of rainfall, tropical calms
in our diagram, is that of the desert belts 25° to 30° from the equator.
When the sun's rays are vertical near the equator these latitudes in both
hemispheres lie in the belt of subtropical high pressure or else on the
borders of the tradewinds. Hence they receive no rain. They are warm,
or more often hot, at these times, because the sun's rays are only slightly
oblique, and the sky is unclouded. In January the climatic belts swing
so far south that the northern desert belt may be touched by the edge
of the westerlies, and hence occasionally receives a little rain. At the
same time the southern desert belt is touched by the edges of the equatorial
rain belt. Six months later the more equatorial parts of the desert belt
may get a little rain from the northward shifting of the equatorial rain
belt. Thus while some dry regions have winter rain and others summer
rain, a few have two brief periods of slight rain. This gives four seasons :
(1) a slightly rainy winter with pleasant temperatures, (2) a hot, dry
spring or "fore-summer," (3) a hot summer with a little rain, and (4) a
dry, hot autumn, or "after-summer." Southern Arizona and central
Arabia are examples of this type.
Why Subtropical Regions Have One Wet and One Dry Season. In the
next diagrams we come to the subtropical regions. Here in latitudes
30° to 40° the belt of high pressure and aridity rules during the summer
of each hemisphere, while in winter the belt of westerlies swings equator-
ward and gives rain from frequent cyclonic storms. Notice how the
shaded areas of A73, representing rainfall, are really the same for the
two hemispheres in this and all other belts except that the seasons differ
by six months in their time of arrival. Thus the subtropical rains of
the northern winter in January correspond to the rains of the southern
winter in July. California and such Mediterranean countries as southern
Italy, Greece, and Palestine, are good examples of the subtropical type
in the northern hemisphere, as are Cape Colony and central Chile in the
southern hemisphere.
The Seasons of Temperate Regions. The next diagrams represent
the fortunate temperate regions where westerly winds and cyclonic storms
prevail, and there is plenty of precipitation, that is, either rain or snow,
at all seasons. There the seasons depend mainly upon changes of tem-
perature rather than rainfall. The northern and eastern United States
and Western Europe, together with Japan and New Zealand, are the

